
Welcome to 
Yarran Dheran

Nature Reserve

Yarran Dheran is a 7.4 hectare bushland reserve 
situated on the southern bank of the Mullum 

Mullum Creek in the north eastern corner of the 
City of Whitehorse.  It is a mixture of original 

indigenous bushland and reconstructed bushland.  

It is a bit of ‘real bush’ only 20 km from the CBD 
and owes its continued existence to the local 
community who fought for a tunnel under the 

tollway as an alternative to Eastlink’s proposed 
route through the Mullum Mullum Valley.

History and Development 
The area where the reserve sits was once a stone 
quarry and then a tip until 1963. In 1967 the area 
was declared a reserve and in 1970 it was named 
Yarran Dheran, taking the Wurundjeri name 
meaning Wattle Gully. In the next decade, the tip 
was reclaimed and over 40,000 trees and shrubs 
were planted, and the ponds and waterfall created, 
and the Information Centre was built in 1980. 

Flora 
The Reserve represents one of the last areas 
of dry sclerophyll forest in urban Melbourne. 
You will see eucalypts such as Manna gum, 
Red stringybark, Yellow box and Narrow leaf 
peppermint. Middle story plants include many 
acacias, including spreading wattle and black 
wattle, as well as Sweet Bursaria, Burgan and 
Cherry Ballart.  Lower story plants include many 
wildflowers, ground covers, native grasses 
and orchids, including the Small Grass Tree, 
indigenous to this area.

Fauna
Yarran Dheran is part of an important corridor for 
wildlife along the Mullum Mullum Creek to Croydon 
in one direction, and to Templestowe to the Yarra 
River going the other way, as well as providing 
a link to Antonio Park. Swamp wallabies and 
eastern grey kangaroos are often seen.   Possums 
and sugar gliders are permanent inhabitants, 
as are echidnas.  The Reserve is home to over 
84 species of birds including Tawny Frogmouth, 
Laughing Kookaburra, Eastern Rosella, Australian 
King Parrot, Eastern Spinebill and Grey Fantail. 

The Reserve is maintained by Whitehorse City 
Council with the assistance of the Yarran Dheran 

Advisory Committee.

The Committee conducts a range of events and 
walks designed to introduce users to the features 

of the Reserve; and the City of Whitehorse 
conducts some education and school holiday 

programs at the Reserve as well.  For details on 
events, or if you would like more information about 

Yarran Dheran or the Yarran Dheran Advisory 
Committee please see 

yarrandherannaturereserve.wordpress.com
or follow us on facebook at 
facebook.com/YarranDheran

Regular working bees are held where weeding, 
mulching, planting and litter collection are 

undertaken. New members are always welcome 
on the Committee. Or you can just come along to 

one of the working bees - it’s a great way to  
be involved in the local environment and meet  

your neighbours! 



Yarran Dheran is quite hilly 
and while some of the smaller 
paths have steep sections or 
include steps, the major paths 
used by service vehicles have 
a good gravel surface and are 
suitable for disabled access.  

You can complete a circuit 
walk  between Quarry Road 
and Schwerkolt Cottage by 
walking along the Schwerkolt 
Trail and then returning along 
the Eastlink Trail (a shared 
user path – take care) on the 
east side of the creek. The 
bush on the east side of the 
creek is now within Mullum 
Mullum Park and represents 
some of the best bushland in 
the Mullum Mullum Valley.

When completed, the Mullum 
Mullum Trail will provide a 
continuous path from Croydon 
to the Main Yarra Trail at 
Templestowe by using the 
Eastlink Trail through Mullum 
Mullum Park.

Walking in Yarran Dheran
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